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President's Message
Let’s stop and reflect for a minute.
There are some extraordinary and historical events we are
participating in.
Michigan’s Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission
LWVMI local Leagues and units are conducting town halls
(virtually) throughout the state to educate the public (again)
about redistricting, gerrymandering, the overwhelmingly
successful Prop 2 vote to enshrine the MI ICRC in the constitution
and Communities of Interest (COIs). At the same time there is a
team of League members training COIs to give testimony and
submit their maps to the commission. This significant effort is
organized by Sue Smith, VP Advocacy. (See her article.)
Combatting the Unfathomable Assault on Voting Rights
Leveled by Our Own Legislature
39 bills were introduced by the Michigan Legislature under the
ruse of improving voting procedures but in reality, are little more
than voter suppression. Multiple good government groups

(including LWVUS and LWVMI), businesses, election officials
denounce them for what they are-hindering the voting process.
Our advocacy committee, led by Judy Karandjeff, is following
these bills and will recommend action for the board and members
to take at the appropriate time. See the related article.
Holding LWVMI’s Very First Virtual Convention this May
LWVMI has held 36 biennial conventions and this is the first not in
person. The convention committee, led by chair and Program VP
Paula Bowman, will be working with a production company to
provide our members with all of the business requirements of
electing a new board, supporting a budget, bylaws changes and a
concurrence vote on the Criminal Justice position.
We also are making every effort to highlight Defending Democracy
with our lead speaker, LWVUS CEO Virginia Kase, addressing
nonpartisanship in a highly partisan climate. We will feature a
panel of distinguished speakers from all three levels of
government addressing how they defend democracy. We are in
the process of confirming these speakers as we are with our
keynote speaker on Saturday.
The bonus feature of holding workshops will be part of this
convention as we have at in-person conventions. The bright side
of a virtual platform is that it provides the opportunity for ALL of
our members to participate in the information-packed workshops
and presentations. I hope to see at least 1000 of our 2600
members in addition to voting delegates take advantage of this
opportunity; to take away the tools from the workshops to carry
out the League mission of empowering voters and defending
democracy.
And Let’s Not Forget the Pandemic!
On top of everything else, Michigan is now dealing with the
escalation of those who are contracting the virus and the increase
in deaths from COVID. This once-in-a-hundred years catastrophe
has impacted everything we do in ways that we could never
imagine. Be well. Be safe.
Thank you for the privilege.
Christina Schlitt

LWVMI Oppposes 39 Bills
That Affect Elecions
The League of Women Voters of Michigan opposes the package of
bills introduced by Senate Republicans on March 24 and assigned

to the Senate Elections Committee, prior to the spring recess. The
bills as introduced set up barriers to carrying out a safe and
secure election in which the right to vote is protected. The bills
seem to respond to the unfounded claim that there was fraud in
the 2020 election. The bills are SB 273 through SB 311 and are
available at www.legislature.mi.gov.
The bills impact absentee voting, voter registration, photo
identification, election finance, county boards of canvassers, poll
challengers, election inspectors, qualified voter files, ballot
proposals, and election observation. While there are a few
provisions in some of the bills that LWVMI could support, we
oppose the package as introduced and will follow the bills through
the legislative process.
Some highlights of the bills include:
SB 310 bans the Secretary of State or any clerk of mailing an
absentee ballot application without a request and it even
bans a link to an absentee ballot application on the Secretary
of State’s website.
SB 273 gives new powers to the Board of Canvassers who
are not elected officials and not accountable to the
electorate. Voters do not choose Board of Canvassers, in fact,
the Republican Party and the Democratic Party in each
county give a list of three people to the County Board of
Commissioners and the Board of Commissioners must select
two from each party to serve on the Board of Canvassers.
(168.24c) SB 273 specifically says the Board of Canvassers
must approve the location of any dropbox used in the county,
as well as the Secretary of State. Since the law requires two
from one party and at least one from the other party to vote
in favor of the placement of the dropboxes, this makes it a
definite possibility that no dropboxes will be allowed in
Michigan if one political party decides to block the placement.
SB 285 requires a registered voter to submit a copy of
his/her driver’s license or state id with their absentee ballot
request. This is totally unnecessary since the voter has
already proven his/her citizenship when they registered to
vote. Also, it is important to note that no bill in the package
mentions the use of a permanent absentee voter file.
SB 304 gets rid of the provision in the law that allows the use
of signed affidavit if they do not have the correct
identification to vote. Instead, the voter would be given a
provisional ballot and must prove their identity with the clerk
within 6 days if his/her vote is to be counted. The use of a
signed affidavit is eliminated.
SB 292 restricts all poll challengers to members of the
Democratic or Republican parties. Specifically, no groups
such as the League of Women Voters of NAACP or other
nonpartisan groups are allowed.

The bills are likely to move quickly through the MI Senate, we
urge you to contact your Senator by email or telephone and urge
them to vote no on these bills. You can link to your Senate
here. https://senate.michigan.gov/
Your advocacy is needed now!
Judy Karandjeff, LWVMI Advocacy Committee Chair

Michigan Independent Redistricting
Commission (MIRC)
MICRC Public Hearings
On April 8, 2021, the MICRC approved the Revised Public Hearing
Schedule. There will be 16 Public Hearings, running from May 11 –
July 1, 2021. See the Schedule at RedistrictingMichigan.org.
The hearings will be in-person meetings with appropriate COVID
safety measures taken. Hearings are scheduled from 6:00 pm –
9:00 pm. Anyone who signs up before 9:00 pm will be allowed to
speak. The MICRC is required to listen until all have signed up.
(Open Meetings Act.)
Hearings will be live-streamed over the internet. The public will be
able to testify in person, by phone or zoom. In addition, the
MICRC will provide an electronic tool for public comment. The tool
will accept:
1. Maps using Representable or DistrictR software
2. Written testimony
3. Comments on other persons’ testimony
Local Leagues will be asked to help as greeters, etc.
The MICRC will decide more details on how the public hearings will
be conducted at their April 22 and 29 meetings.
MICRC September Meetings at 5 Universities
The MICRC will hold its September in-person meetings at the
following five universities:
Central Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant
Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti
Ferris State University in Big Rapids
Grand Valley State University in Allendale
Oakland University in Rochester
At the beginning of each meeting, public comments of up to 2
minutes each will be allowed from all members of the public, not
just from students. These will be MICRC meetings, not Public
Hearings.

League Town Halls
Local Leagues are continuing to hold Town Halls across the state.
One Commissioner from the MICRC is attending each Town Hall
when possible.
The Commissioner is sharing a short powerpoint on the work of
the Commission.
Local League COI Teams
Over 90 League members have been recruited and trained. State
team leaders are working with their local League teams to identify
and reach out to Communities of Interest. The goal is to identify
and train COIs on how to submit maps and testimony to the
MICRC by May 11, the date of the first Public Hearing.
Sue Smith, LWVMI VP Advocacy

Lame Duck Study: New Position!
NEW POSITION!
The LWVMI Board is happy to announce that we have a
new position on Lame Duck Legislative Sessions - please
see the PDF link below.
A dedicated state study group worked for almost two
years to research, craft consensus questions, analyze
responses and then create a new position, which was approved by
the LWVMI Board on April 10, 2021.
We are also happy that 22 Michigan Leagues participated in this
grassroots process. The new Lame Duck position is already on our
website, and will now be included in the other existing positions
that Convention Delegates will vote to retain (or not) at the
upcoming Convention.
Thank you again to this esteemed group of LWV members who
formed the state study committee:
Glenn Anderson – NW Wayne County
Carla Barrows-Wiggins – Oakland Area
Priscilla Burnham – Marquette County
Jerry Demaire – Macomb County
Joan Hunault – Leelanau County
Marian Kromkowski – Leelanau County
Beth Moore – Lansing Area
Jim Treharne – Oakland Area
Christina Schilitt- LWVMI President
Paula Bowman – LWVMI Study Chair
Click on the image below to read the document.

Paula Bowman, LWVMI VP Program

MPSC Will Decide Line 5 Soon
The Michigan Public Service Commissioners (MPSC) is on the
verge of deciding whether or not to consider the impacts of
climate change in their review of Enbridge's Line 5 oil tunnel
permit.
Believe it or not, MPSC staff is encouraging the Commissioners to
exclude all evidence of climate impacts from their review - exactly
what Enbridge wants them to do - even though this project would
carry billions of gallons of oil for up to 99 years. It is
unconscionable that this could be allowed in the time of our
climate emergency.
Add your name now to a letter to the MPSC as official public
comment. The letter demands that climate, need, and other
environmental impacts are considered in their decision.
Dear Commissioners:
Allowing Enbridge to build a massive oil tunnel - and to restart the
Line 5 oil pipeline that Gov. Whitmer has ordered shut down - will
have significant impacts on our climate and our state. Building this
oil tunnel at a time when scientists say we must cut climate

emissions by 45% this decade is a terrible idea, and Enbridge has
been fighting to keep all evidence about climate change from even
being considered. In the midst of the burgeoning climate crisis, it
would be irresponsible to allow Enbridge to narrow the scope of
the review of this project so severely that the most important
issues are excluded. We urge you to include evidence about
climate change, other significant environmental risks, and public
need in your review of Enbridge’s proposed oil tunnel project.
Our partners at Michigan Climate Action Network are organizing
this sign-on letter, and you'll visit their website to sign. Signing is
easy it will only take a minute.
This is one of two more permits Enbridge needs for permission to
build its Line 5 oil tunnel through the Great Lakes. They can't build
a tunnel without the MPSC's approval, and if climate change is
considered, it's game over. Your support will make a difference.
We need to critically consider the climate crisis when building any
new fossil fuel infrastructure, and it's up to us to make sure the
MSPC does just that. Our environment, livelihoods, and future
generations depend on it.

LWVMI Convention 2021 is May 21-22
The excitement is growing for our 37th
Biennial Convention to be held virtually on
May 21 and 22. Information and the
registration link are available on our
website
Materials concerning the key items delegates will vote on (officers,
budget, program, and bylaws amendments) were sent to local
presidents on April 11 for dissemination to local League
delegates. All convention registrants will receive an emailed
Convention Book early in May. The registration deadline is May
10.
-- Paula Bowman, LWVMI VP Program

LWVMI Convention: Criminal Justice Position
At its April meeting, the LWVMI Board voted to recommend
concurrence of California’s Criminal Justice position. This
concurrence was proposed by the Midland League, which has sent
out the position, background information, and pros and cons to
local League presidents.

Our LWVMI bylaws require that 2/3 of the voting delegates at the
convention support a concurrence of another League's position.
If supported, this Criminal Justice position will immediately
become a Michigan position, and the LWVMI Board may look at
LWVMI’s current Prison position to decide whether the two
positions can be "blended".

LWVMI Convention: Silent Auction
We hope that you will consider supporting LWVMI through the
Silent Auction that will be offered on the state convention website.
Bidding begins at 8:30 p.m. on May 21, and ends at 2 p.m. on
May 22. Bidding will be by email, so watch for special
instructions.
Auction items include the “South Haven Escape “ vacation, the last
bottle of “VOTE” wine, and many more. All items will be featured
on the convention website. See the current list
If you have an item to add to the auction, call Ken Manley at 269
330 8579. The end date for adding items to the auction is May
15.
There will also be an opportunity for outright gifts to LWVMI
through the 15 for $100 campaign. It looks like fun.
See you at the auction!
-- Ken Manley, LWVMI Director - Development

Local League Spotlight:
Greater Grand Rapids Area Becomes a
State Unit (MAL)
Congratulations to LWV
Greater Grand Rapids
Area State Unit
(MAL)! On April 10, the
LWVMI Board approved
the LWVGGRA application
to move from a
Geographical Unit to a
State Unit. The original
LWV Grand Rapids was
established in April 1921.
As GGRA Chair Courtney

Winell noted in her presentation, it is most fitting that the reestablished League becomes a State Unit exactly 100 years later.
The group, mentored by the LWV of the Kalamazoo Area, has
grown from a few interested folks in 2016 to 54 members today
thanks to the enthusiastic and capable Grand Rapids leaders.
Paula Manley, LWVMI VP Membership

Local League Spotlights
Most Local Leagues are busy hosting Town Halls on the
Redistricting Commission and Communities of Interest this month.
However, several Local Leagues have offered virtual programs for
their members and the community:
LWV Copper Country hosted its 61st Annual Meeting on April
17. Pat Gotschalk, a retired attorney, spoke on “The Legal
Process: Thoughts on Transition from Ruth Bader Ginsberg to Amy
Coney Barrett” at this virtual event.
LWV Northwest Wayne offered a virtual presentation “What
Does the Wayne County Commission Do?” on April 17. Two Wayne
County Commissioners discussed their responsibilities.
LWV Lansing Area will be offering a virtual lunch webinar on
April 29, at noon, with the Gun Violence Prevention Committee.
Speakers from the MSU School of Criminal Justice and Ingham
County Prosecutor’s Office will discuss “ERPO (Extreme Risk
Protection Order) legislation in the U.S.” For further information,
go to https://www.lwvlansing.org/.

Lead Education Day is April 27
Do you care about making Michigan homes safe from lead
poisoning?
On April 27, the Michigan Alliance for Lead Safe Homes (MIALSH)
is hosting a virtual Lead Education Day at the Capitol to inform
our legislators of the life-altering effects of lead poisoning on our
children, and common-sense solutions for solving this problem.
For 10 years, MIALSH has hosted Lead Education Day at the
Capitol to let our lawmakers know ending lead poisoning is
entirely possible.
To make the event safe, accessible, and flexible, you can join
fellow community members on Zoom to tell your legislator how
lead poisoning harms children statewide, and how common-sense

solutions can keep its devastating effects away for good. To sign
up go to Register - Lead Education Day

DONATE NOW

Local Leagues
Ann Arbor Area (with the Brighton-Howell Geographical Unit)
Berrien/Cass Counties
Copper Country
Dearborn/Dearborn Heights
Delta County
Detroit
Eastern UP State MAL State Unit
Flint Area
Grand Haven Area
Greater Grand Rapids Area MAL State Unit

Grand Traverse Area (with Crawford County Geographical Unit)
Grosse Pointe
Holland Area
Jackson Area
Kalamazoo Area (with Calhoun County Geographical Unit)
Lansing Area
Leelanau County (with Emmet/Charlevoix County Geographical Unit)
Macomb State (MAL) Unit
Manistee County
Marquette County
Midland Area (with Bay County Geographical Unit)
Mt. Pleasant
Northeast Michigan (formerly Alpena County)
Northwest Wayne County
Oakland Area
Saginaw County
Tecumseh/Lenawee County MAL State Unit
Troy
For more information go to www.lwvmi.org
or check out Facebook pages for state and local LWVs

League Leadership 2019-2021
Christina Schlitt (Grand Traverse Area) - President
Paula Manley (Kalamazoo) - Vice Pres. Membership
Betsy Cushman (Dearborn/Dearborn Heights) - Vice Pres. Voter Services
Sue Smith (Ann Arbor) - Vice Pres. for Advocacy
Paula Bowman (NW Wayne County) - Vice Pres. for Program
Denise Hartsough (Kalamazoo) - Treasurer
Leah Bectel (Kalamazoo/Grand Rapids Geo) - Secretary
Darlene Allen (Marquette County) - Director-at-Large
Deborah Bunkley (Detroit) - Voter Services Director
Megan Chenoweth (Northwest Wayne County) - Voter Services Director
Vicki Granger (Grosse Pointe) - Communications Director
Ken Manley (Kalamazoo) - Development Director
Tera Moon (Oakland) - Membership/Leadership Director

Maria Rivera (Macomb State MAL) - Director-at-Large

Calendar
May 2021
LWVMI Board meets May 8
LWVMI Convention (Virtual) May 21-22
June 2021
LWVMI Board meets meets June 12
Connect with us! League of Women Voters of Michigan
517-484-5383
email
Website: lwvmi.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lwvmichigan/
Twitter @MiVoterPower
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