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President's Message
As you read the following articles, you will realize that LWVMI will be busy
this summer!
We ask that you watch for action alerts as the Anti-Voter bills move through
the Legislature. The alerts make it easy for you to reach out to your
Legislator to send the prepared letter that you are able to modify. Our voices
are important.
The historic event happening now, of Michigan citizens being able to voice
their opinions on what they perceive fair maps to be, is an interesting lesson
in our state’s communities and our democracy. I encourage you to view the
recordings of these meetings by going to Michigan.gov/micrc.
The League encourages the active participation of citizens in government.
We need to hear your voice, and the opportunities to express yourself
abound. On the silent end of the spectrum, would be joining your local
League’s Observer Corps or consider organizing one. For more information
on organizing an Observer Corps email president@lwvmi.org.
Democracy is not a spectator sport!
Thank you for the privilege,
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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Christina Schlitt, LWVMI President

Status of Voter Suppression in MI
On Wednesday, June 16, the Michigan Senate voted by 19 yes, 16 no and 1
excused to pass SB 285 with a substitute, and SB 303 and SB 304. LWVMI
opposes these bills and sent an action alert to our members to oppose the
bills. The bills will now go to the Michigan House of Representatives.
To see how Senators voted and the comments made, you can go to the
Senate Journal available at www.legislature.mi.gov. The votes were on
party lines, Republicans voted yes, and Democrats voted no. The bills have
been referred to the House Elections and Ethics Committee.
SB 285 as substituted requires an individual who applies for an absentee
ballot through the Department of State or their local clerk to verify their
identity through one of several options: providing their Michigan driver's
license number, providing their Michigan personal identification card
number, providing the last four digits of their Social Security number,
showing their valid ID to their local clerk for election purposes or attaching
or sending a copy of their ID along with their ballot application in the mail.
SBs 303 and 304 would require giving a voter a provisional ballot if they do
not have identification when voting in person and require that provisional
ballots contain a notice that they will only be tabulated if a voter verifies his
or her identity with the proper local clerk within six days after an election.
Please note that anyone who has registered to vote and on the Qualified
Vote File has already provided this information to the Secretary of State. In
addition, there is a signature verification process used to validate absentee
ballots when they are submitted.
On June 16, the Senate Elections Committee met and reported three bills in
the package, SB 277, 302, and 311 with substitutes, and a new bill, SB 8
with a substitute.
SB 277 requires local clerks to remove deceased voters from the
Qualified Voter File monthly.
SB 302 requires a voter registration application to include a statement
that the elector did not claim voting residence or the right to vote in
another state or territory.
SB 311 and SB 8 allow overseas military voters to return their ballots
electronically. The bills are awaiting action by the Senate now.
The other bills in the 39-bill package remain in the Senate Elections
Committee awaiting further action.
A complete list of the 39-bill package is available at lwvmi.org. The League
continues to oppose these bills because we believe they are not needed,
and that the November election was fair, safe, and secure.
We will keep you up to date on this legislation as further action takes place.
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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Judy Karandjeff, LWVMI Advocacy Committee Chair

Advocacy Meeting June 22
On Tuesday, June 22, at 7 p.m. there is a zoom meeting hosted by Sue
Smith, Vice President for Advocacy, and members of the LWVMI Advocacy
Committee.
Anyone is welcome to join the zoom call in order to understand the
guidelines for local LWV advocacy, the role of LWVMI, and the role of
LWVUS.
Sue will highlight the role of Leagues in advocacy.
Carolyn Madden and Sandy Sorini-Elser (LWVAA), Tricia Denton
(LWV Leelanau), and Marty Couretas (LWV Lansing) will present
information on the work they have done in their local Leagues.
There will be time for questions.
The meeting is limited to the first 500 who attend the zoom meeting.
The call information for joining the zoom call is:
Time: Jun 22, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86479801721?
pwd=bVdsZjVLVVVRK2dObDkxTFkzUzRMQT09
Meeting ID: 864 7980 1721
Passcode: 252196
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,86479801721# US (Chicago)
+19294362866,,86479801721# US (New York)

MICRC Public Hearings Continue
MICRC Pubic Hearings
We are more than halfway through the 16 MICRC Public Hearings that
began in Jackson on May 11. So far, 881 people have attended the Public
Hearings in person, 411 of them spoke to the Commission. In addition, 21
persons have spoken to the MICRC remotely during the Public Hearings.
For those of us who have attended the Hearings or watched them remotely,
it has been exciting to be part of this historic process. I’ve learned so much
about Michigan, its diverse populations and viewpoints.
If you want to watch you can go to www.Michigan.gov/MICRC for a link to
the meetings. Video recordings of all the Hearings are also available if you
happened to miss one you were interested in.
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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COIs Testifying
Trained Local League teams have been working with Communities of
Interest (COI) in their communities since March 2021. These local League
teams have provided training on writing and giving testimony as well as how
to use the district mapping software.
Now those COIs have begun to testify at the MICRC Public Hearings. While
the first round of 16 Public Hearings will end in Grand Rapids on July 1,
COIs and others can continue to submit maps, written testimony, and
comments through the MICRC public hearing portal until the final maps are
approved.
You can view submitted maps, testimony and comments in the Public
Comment Portal on the MICRC website, www.Michigan.gov/MICRC.
A second round of 8 Public Hearings will be held after the MICRC publishes
their maps, sometime in the fall or early winter, depending on decisions by
the Michigan Supreme Court.
Impact of Census Data Delay
Due to COVID and administrative challenges, the Census Bureau has
announced it will not be able to send the census data used for redistricting
until September 30, 2021.
Given that the Michigan Constitution requires the MICRC to give final
approval to the maps by November 1, 2021, which must be preceded by a
45-day period for public comment, the MICRC is not able to meet its
constitutional requirements.
MICRC Files Waiver Request with Michigan Supreme Court
Therefore, the MICRC filed a request with the Michigan Supreme Court to
waive the Constitutionally mandated November 1 deadline for this year and
to set a later approval deadline of January 25, 2022. If granted, the maps
would be published for public comment on December 11, 2021, instead of
September 17, 2021.
The requested dates were worked out in conjunction with the Michigan
Bureau of Elections since they will affect the filing deadline for Michigan’s
August 2022 Primary.
The Commission asked for a decision by August 2021. The Court has
scheduled a hearing for June 29.
The LWVMI has filed an Amicus Brief in support of the MICRC’s request for
a waiver. Opponents have filed against the MICRC’s request claiming the
Commission does not need the time.
MICRC Beginning to Draw Maps in July

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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As mandated by the Constitution, the Commission cannot start drawing the
district lines until after the first round of Public Hearings has been
completed. On July 8, a subcommittee of the MICRC will meet with the
MICRC mapping consultants to develop a process for how the Commission
will work with its consultants. The recommended process will go to the
Commission for potential amendments to the plan and final approval.
Start with New Maps, Not Current Gerrymandered Maps
The state League has stressed to the Commission the importance of
starting with new maps, not the current gerrymandered maps. At the Public
Hearings, other organizations and individuals have also asked the
Commission to start with new maps.
Working with Coalitions and Others
LWVMI continues to work with our partners in Promote the Vote as well as
with a coordinating group initiated by Voters Not Politicians. We are also
continuing our work with the LWVUS People Powered Fair Maps (PPFM)
Campaign. PPFM has provided funding to LWVMI for its redistricting reform
work for the past two years. We expect to receive additional funding for the
coming year.
Sue Smith, LWVMI VP Advocacy

Forum Moderator Training is July 21
Voter Services is pleased to announce moderator training for members of
our local leagues who wish to participate. The training will be conducted, via
Zoom, on Wednesday, July 21, at 7 p.m.
Moderating a forum is an exciting and rewarding experience, which requires
careful preparation and training. It offers the opportunity for great personal
growth and enormous satisfaction that comes from conducting a successful
forum while performing an important public service. Competence and
fairness of League-trained moderators in action over the years contribute to
the high level of public trust the League enjoys.
A good moderator enhances our image and performs a valuable service to
voters by providing a fair forum for candidates and unbiased information to
the audience.
We hope you will join us for this excellent training opportunity. More details
on sign-up will be in the July League Links.
Questions can be directed to Judy Florian, at jflo@comcast.net

Convention Wrap up
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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Over 260 Michigan League members participated in our 37th Biennial
Convention on May 21-22. We attribute this nearly 50% jump in attendance
from 2019 to the easy accessibility of the virtual convention, as well as
recognition of the importance of the League’s role in defending our
democracy.
Though we all missed the socialization and networking of an in-person
convention, we accomplished what we needed to do: pass a budget, elect
new officers (terms start July 1), pass bylaw amendments, and choose a
program for the next 2 years.
Delegates adopted a new position by concurring with a California position
on Criminal Justice. This new position is already on our website and has
already been used by the LWVMI Board to support bills moving through the
Michigan Senate on police reforms.
We congratulate all of our award winners including
Judy Karandjeff, our Belle Brotherton recipient
Maria Rivera and Janet Magennis, winners of the Helen Milliken in
Civic Empowerment Award
Denise Hartsough and Jan Warren, winners of the Maryann Mahaffey
Community Service
Additionally, we were delighted to recognize over 90 “Belle Ringer” award
recipients from local Leagues who had provided exemplary service on the
local level in the fields of Membership, Advocacy, Strategic
Planning/Fundraising, and Voter Service. Check out the Belle Ringer
winners on this list: 2021 Belle Ringers
As with all events, there was a lot of advance work to make this convention
meaningful and informative for you, the members. Thank you to all of you
who joined us for this 24-hour experience; we hope it was valuable to you.
Our next (in person!!) convention is already set for May 19-21, 2023, at the
Kellogg Center in Lansing. If your League would like to be the host League
for our 2025 Convention, please contact Paula Bowman at
paulabowman9000@gmail.com
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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Silent Auction
Thanks to all for your faithful support of the Silent Auction! I am told that we
raised about $3800, well above expectations. In addition, a good time was
had by all! I personally enjoyed managing the auction. I can’t thank enough
all of you who donated items for the auction and followed up on seeing that
the top bidders received their item. I also appreciate those of you who bid
generously for auction items. Without all of you, the auction would not have
been the success that it was. Together, we did it. I celebrate you all!
As I leave you now as your Development Director, I must tell you how I
appreciate your support of LWVMI. It has been an interesting four-year
journey for me. As you go forward, I ask that you continue to financially
support the LWVMI. The need is great, as we continue our much-needed
efforts to defend democracy. The last few years have opened my eyes to
the fact that we must be ever vigilant in support and defense of our
democracy. That’s what you all do.
So, going forward, we must continue and increase our efforts. We can never
let up. Together we can do it. Together we can make a difference! Together,
we can protect and defend the democracy of our dreams!
 hanks to all, for all that you are!
T
Ken Manley
Development Director

LWV Lake Michigan Region Info.
LWVMI is part of the LWV Lake Michigan Region - LWVLMR, encompassing
the states of Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin, as well as 48 local
leagues. LWVLMR promotes political responsibility through informed and
active participation of citizens in government and acts on selected
governmental issues affecting the Lake Michigan watershed. Learn more at
their website https://www.lwvlmr.org/

Local League Spotlights
Name Change
LWV of Ann Arbor Area members voted at their recent Annual Meeting to
change their name to LWV of Washtenaw County to reflect their expansion
of services more accurately. The LWVMI Board approved the name change
at the June 12 Board meeting.
Annual Meetings
Here are a few innovative ways Local Leagues have found to host Annual
Meetings this spring—some virtual and some socially distanced in person:
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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LWV Holland Area held its Annual Meeting at the Outdoor Discovery
Center Pavilion on June 10. Hope Professor Dr. Fred Johnson spoke
on “Battle for the Vote, No Fear! No Retreat! No Surrender!”
LWV Manistee County hosted itsAnnual Meeting on May 25 via
Zoom offering members Civics Challenge, a fun, competitive game
titled “Can You Pass a Civics Test?”
LWV Northeast Michigan will meet in person on July 8 at the
Dinosaur Gardens in Ossineke with a catered picnic.

DEI Webinar: Follow-Up
“Do the best you can
until you know better.
Then when you know
better, do better.”
-Maya Angelou
Brooke Lindley, of
Equality Michigan, began
the webinar on Sorting
Out Sex and Gender on
June 17 with the above
quote from Maya
Angelou. It captured the
spirit of the webinar, and the spirit of learning that is essential to making our
League a more inclusive and welcoming League.
Brooke provided the more than 60 participants with a glossary of terms that
describe gender identity and sexual orientation. She explained terms and
concepts that are problematic, and gave a brief history of how people in the
LGBTQ+ community have been viewed and oppressed in the previous 50
years.
Some key takeaways:
“Queer” is a term that is usually use derogatorily and should never be
used unless someone identifies as such; in recent years, some folks in
the LGBTQ+ community have reclaimed the word.
Sex assigned at birth; Gender Identity; Gender Expression; and
Sexual Orientation are all continuums along which individuals fall.
To be inclusive, if you want to know one person’s gender identity, ask
everyone’s gender identity.
Being an ally is E. A. S. Y - Educate yourself, take Action, Support
LBGTQ+ people, and be Yourself
The group broke into smaller break-out sessions to discuss ways that local
Leagues can make interactions, meetings, and other activities more
inclusive and welcoming to folks in the LBGTQ+ community. Some ideas
are:

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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Including more than two options for gender on membership
applications
Aligning with LBGTQ+ organizations in your community
Be on the lookout for issues pertaining to LGBTQ+ rights and provide
information to the whole community, especially if it’s something that
will be on a ballot
Use the term “partner” when referring to a person’s spouse.
For a breakdown of the big and complex topic of gender, visit The
Genderbread Person.
Thank you to the DEI/MLD Committee for making this webinar possible.
Denise Hartsough, Nancy Schewe, Paula Manley, Paula Bowman, Angela
Ryan, Camilla Davis; Equality Michigan’s Brooke Lindley; Laura Wheeler for
Zoom support; and Linda Mahan, our LWVUS Shur Fellow Coach for
mentorship.
Submitted by Tera Moon

Liberty Awakes Display at LWVMI HQ
In early May, members of the

Ann Arbor Area League, donated
13 exhibit boards from their
acclaimed Liberty Awakes to the
LWVMI office. We are grateful to
the AAA League for dressing up
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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some blank walls around the
League office with this attractive
and meaningful display of early
women’s suffrage efforts in the
US. Nan Elder, Nancy Schewe,
Barb DeLeeuw and Judy
Karandjeff spent a day
measuring, nailing and
command-stripping the boards in
place and the result is
beautiful. We hope all of our
members can find a way to visit
our state office to see this
display to learn more about the
courage and persistence of the
suffragists.

DONATE NOW

Local Leagues
Ann Arbor Area, with the Brighton Howell Geographical Unit
Berrien/Cass Counties
Copper Country
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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Dearborn/Dearborn Heights
Delta County
Detroit
Eastern UP State MAL State Unit
Flint Area
Grand Haven Area
Greater Grand Rapids Area MAL State Unit
Grand Traverse Area (with Crawford County Geographical Unit)
Grosse Pointe
Holland Area
Jackson Area
Kalamazoo Area (with Calhoun County Geographical Unit)
Lansing Area
Leelanau County (with Emmet/Charlevoix County Geographical Unit)
Macomb State (MAL) Unit
Manistee County
Marquette County
Midland Area (with Bay County Geographical Unit)
Mt. Pleasant
Northeast Michigan (formerly Alpena County)
Northwest Wayne County
Oakland Area
Saginaw County
Tecumseh/Lenawee County MAL State Unit
Troy
For more information go to www.lwvmi.org
or check out Facebook pages for state and local LWVs

League Leadership 2019-2021
Christina Schlitt (Grand Traverse Area) - President
Paula Manley (Kalamazoo) - Vice Pres. Membership
Betsy Cushman (Dearborn/Dearborn Heights) - Vice Pres. Voter Services
Sue Smith (Ann Arbor) - Vice Pres. for Advocacy
Paula Bowman (NW Wayne County) - Vice Pres. for Program
Denise Hartsough (Kalamazoo) - Treasurer
Leah Bectel (Kalamazoo/Grand Rapids Geo) - Secretary
Darlene Allen (Marquette County) - Director-at-Large
Deborah Bunkley (Detroit) - Voter Services Director
Megan Chenoweth (Northwest Wayne County) - Voter Services Director
Vicki Granger (Grosse Pointe) - Communications Director
Ken Manley (Kalamazoo) - Development Director
Tera Moon (Oakland) - Membership/Leadership Director
Maria Rivera (Macomb State MAL) - Director-at-Large

Calendar
June 2021
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/e954f02e-4893-4cd1-943c-5977e1c3ba80
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Advocacy Zoom on June 22
July 2021
Candidate Forums for August primary
LWVMI Board meets July 10
Moderator Training is July 21
August 2021
Primary Election Day August 3
LWVMI Board meets August 14

Connect with us! League of Women Voters of Michigan
517-484-5383
email
Website: lwvmi.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lwvmichigan/
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