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Executive Branch
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UPDATE:  Executive Branch

Governor Gretchen Whitmer &       
Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist (D)

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson (D)

Attorney General Dana Nessel (D) 
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102nd Legislature
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Composition of MI Legislature

Michigan Senate

38 Members

20 Democrats

18 Republicans

Michigan House of 
Representatives

110 Members

56 Democrats

54 Republicans
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MI Senate Chambers
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Senate Leadership

Lt. Governor Gilchrist presides 
over the Senate & breaks ties.

Majority Leader - Winnie 
Brinks, D-Grand Rapids

Minority Leader- Aric Nesbitt, 
R – Porter Township

All committees have a majority 
of Democratic members.
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Senate Committees

There are 18 standing committees in the Michigan Senate

They are all chaired by a Democratic member and have a majority of 
Democrats.

Members are appointed by the Majority Leader

Committees include:
◦ Elections and Ethics Committee
◦ Appropriations Committee 

with 13 subcommittees
◦ Energy and Environment
◦ Health Policy
◦ Civil Rights, Judiciary and Public Safety
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MI House of Representatives Chambers
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House Leadership

Speaker – Joe Tate, D-Detroit

Minority Leader – Matt Hall, R-
Kalamazoo

All committees have a majority 
of Democratic members.
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House Committees
There are 23 standing committees in the Michigan House of Representatives

They are all chaired by a Democratic member and have a majority of 
Democrats.

Members are appointed by the Speaker

Committees include:
◦ Elections Committee
◦ Appropriations Committee 

with 13 subcommittees
◦ Family and Children Committee
◦ Education Committee
◦ Judiciary Committee
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Legislative Process

3/25/2023 LWVMI 13



3/25/2023 LWVMI 14



3/25/2023 LWVMI 15



Immediate Effect
The Michigan Constitution, Article IV, 
Section 27, says, “No act shall take 
effect until the expiration of 90 days 
from the end of the session at which it 
was passed, but the legislature may 
give immediate effect to acts by a two-
thirds vote of the members elected to 
and serving in each house.”
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Legislative Resources

www.legislature.mi.gov https://house.mi.gov/

https://senate.Michigan.gov/

Journals

Committee meetings listed

Links to Senate and House Links to Senate and House 
members

Links to all bills in this session and past sessions
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Legislative Priorities
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Governor’s State of State Agenda:

Universal Pre-School free for all 4-year olds

Firearm Regulation – red flag and universal background laws

Tax Relief - Expand Earned Income Tax Credit and pension tax relief

Expand Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to cover sexual orientation and 
gender identity

K-12 student help with tutors and after-school programs

Expand free tuition program for free community college or skills training 
schools

Remove abortion and marriage bans
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Secretary of State Benson’s Agenda:
During the week of January 30, 2023, the Secretary of State presented her agenda to the 
House Elections Committee and the Senate Elections and Ethics Committee.  

She noted these issues needed to be addressed:

• Implement Proposal 2

• Align current laws with Constitutional amendments

• Put clerks in position to succeed

• Fully fund elections

3/25/2023 LWVMI 22



LWV Priorities
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LWVUS Priorities:

Campaign for Making Democracy Work ® 
ensuring a free, fair and accessible electoral 
system for all eligible voters by focusing on:

Voting Rights, Improving Elections, 

Campaign Finance/Money in Politics, 

Direct election of the President by popular 
vote (including through the national popular 
vote interstate compact and abolition of the 
Electoral College), and 

Redistricting.

Watchlist: 

Respond strategically on issues like 
the Equal Rights Amendment, 
immigration reform, climate change 
and, health care with LWV positions 
when needed, but focus on the 
Campaign for Making Democracy 
Work®
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LWVMI PRIORITIES:

Prison gerrymandering, 

Campaign finance, 

Criminal justice, 

Voting rights, 

Environmental protection and restoration, 

Public education, 

Social justice equity, and 

Public health & safety.
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LWVMI Advocacy Committee 
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LWVMI ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 2021-23:

1. Marty Couretas – Gun Violence Prevention
2. Betsy Cushman – Voting Rights
3. Tricia Denton – Water/Line 5
4. Sandy Sorini Elser – Natural Resources/Environment/Climate
5. Judy Karandjeff, Chair - Election Laws, Women’s Issues
6. Carolyn Madden – Criminal Justice
7. Connie Mitchell – Education/Critical Race Theory
8. Maria Woloson – Abolish Electoral College
9. Chris Zilke – Great Lakes

10. Sue Smith – Ex Officio – National Popular Vote
11. Christina Schlitt – Ex Officio
12. Paula Bowman – Ex Officio 
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2 Networks under the Advocacy Committee
1.  Environmental Network – Sandy Sorini Elser, Liaison 
◦41 members from 10-15 local Leagues

◦Water sub-group

2.  Money in Politics – Sue Smith, Liaison
◦Newly formed
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We keep a list on the state website

Right now bills that are moving
◦ Elliott Larsen Civil Rights Act
◦ Gun Safety
◦ Repeal old anti-abortion laws
◦ National Popular Vote

Will work on bills to implement Proposals 1 and 2
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Bills We Are Following:
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We support/oppose bills and testify at 
committee hearings
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LWVMI Action Alerts

LWVMI does action alerts as needed.  

There is a video on website explaining why taking action is important  

Sent to members and available on website, TAKE ACTION Button

Example on next slide 
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Resources:

MI Legislature – www.legislature.mi.gov

LWVMI – www.lwvmi.org

MI Senate - https://senate.Michigan.gov/

MI House of Representatives - https://house.mi.gov/
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http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
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https://senate.michigan.gov/
https://house.mi.gov/
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QUESTIONS???
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