
 

Empowering Voters, Defending Democracy.

Rise
Up!

Dismantling Our Democracy

On February 14, 2025, the 105th birthday of the League of Women Voters, the
Michigan League joined all other states and the District of Columbia in sending a
letter  to congressional leaders expressing strong concern over abandoning its
duties and authorities under Article I of the US Constitution and urging leaders to
address the unprecedented executive branch overreach threatening American
democracy. 

In the detailed letter to Congress, the League highlighted several recent executive
branch actions that are causing significant harm to millions of Americans, including
the undermining of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, attempts to end birthright
citizenship, pause distribution of congressionally allocated federal funds, and
dismantle federal agencies without proper congressional oversight. Read the
letter here.  

Read Letter Here

 

Voter Suppression is Alive and Well

What is the SAVE Act? The Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act would

https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-women-voters-us-urges-congress-act-new-letter
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=02c26461-9eca-498e-ae71-0bf4cea10fa2


require documentary proof of citizenship in order to register or re-register to
vote. Already, voters must attest to their citizenship to register to vote, but
the SAVE Act would require that voters produce not just a birth certificate, but
other identify documentation such as a marriage certificate, adoption
paperwork and even divorce judgments if those life events impacted their
legal name.  

The SAVE Act isn’t about safeguarding elections — it’s about silencing
voters. We must join together to oppose this!

This bill would especially burden military voters, tribal voters, rural voters,
survivors of natural disasters, and the tens of millions of married women in
America who have changed their names. Surveys show that eight in
ten married women have changed their surname, meaning they do not
possess a birth certificate that matches their current legal name and therefore
could not present it as valid proof of citizenship.

Rural voters, working class voters, voters of color, and older Americans are
less likely to hold a passport or readily accessible birth certificate,
disproportionately harming their ability to vote under this bill.
 
Read all of the talking points prepared by the LWVUS here so that you can
spread the word about this dangerous legislation. and protect people’s
freedom to vote.

Tell your congressional representatives to oppose the SAVE Act!

Take Action Now!

Oil and Water Don’t Mix
The Great Lakes are a national treasure, holding 21% of the world’s fresh
surface water and a critical resource for drinking water, tourism, recreation,
and jobs. But for decades, these waters have been threatened by Canadian
fossil fuel giant Enbridge’s Line 5, a 72-year-old crude oil pipeline. It runs
through the Straits of Mackinac—a fragile, irreplaceable ecosystem protected
by tribal treaty.

With a new administration in Washington, DC, prioritizing Big Oil, Michigan
faces a renewed challenge in 2025 to protect this natural resource. However,
the State of Michigan holds a powerful opportunity to act decisively by
denying the permit to expand Line 5 into a tunnel through the Great Lakes.

 Ask Gov. Whitmer and EGLE to deny the oil tunnel permit!
The proposed Line 5 tunnel requires a clean water permit, and the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) has the
authority to deny permits that would harm water quality, threaten ecosystems,
or perpetuate climate risks. 

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/talking-points/save-act-voter-eligibility-talking-points
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/talking-points/save-act-voter-eligibility-talking-points
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/talking-points/save-act-voter-eligibility-talking-points
https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-your-members-congress-oppose-save-act
https://www.miclimateaction.org/r?u=FJB2qVRZOGPnaJEs2Hrd0erVd1y3mUprjEPMYg1OcnD3ncW57zOh9P3Kp6G1z7cyKbg1uv1GBfSeETH-N4XXjw&e=c801faf8c232951dc9853c3dd736fae6&utm_source=miclimateaction&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tunnel_updates_and_recording&n=4


Deny the Permit!

Sign on to support MiCAN’s appeal of the MPSC's approval of the
proposed Enbridge Line 5 tunnel project! 
Even though the court has ruled in Enbridge's favor, we are collecting
signatures through February 28th and will deliver them to Governor
Whitmer.

Sign On!

Request the US Army Corps of Engineers perform a full environmental
review!
The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is considering fast-tracking
permits for Enbridge’s Line 5 oil tunnel beneath the Great Lakes under a
recent Energy Emergency Executive Order. This would severely limit public
input and sideline essential environmental reviews for a high-risk
infrastructure project. 

Demand a Full Review!

LWVMI Leadership 2025

Co-President: Paula Bowman (NW Wayne County)
Co-President: Denise Hartsough (Kalamazoo Area)
VP Voter Services: Judy Florian (Grosse Pointe)
VP Advocacy: Judy Karandjeff (Lansing Area)
VP Program: Maria Woloson (Oakland Area)
VP Membership: MerriKay Oleen-Burkey (Kalamazoo Area)
Secretary: Carla Barrows-Wiggins (Oakland Area)
Treasurer: Tom Wells (Grosse Pointe)

Directors
Voter Services: Carolyn Vertin (Lenawee County)
Advocacy: Connie Mitchell (Dearborn/Dearborn Heights)
Membership/DEI: Shirley Madden (Manistee County)
Observer Corps: Lynne Kochmanski (Washtenaw County)
League Links: Courtney Winell (Greater Grand Rapids Area)
Director at Large: Charles Thomas Jr. (Detroit)

Connect with us!
​League of Women Voters of Michigan

Phone: 517-484-5383
Email: office@lwvmi.org

Website: lwvmi.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lwvmichigan/

Instagram: #lwvmich

https://www.oilandwaterdontmix.org/deny_tunnel_permit
https://www.miclimateaction.org/support_tunnel_appeal?e=c801faf8c232951dc9853c3dd736fae6&utm_source=miclimateaction&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tunnel_updates_and_recording&n=3#sign
https://www.miclimateaction.org/support_tunnel_appeal?utm_campaign=tunnel_updates_and_recording&utm_medium=email&utm_source=miclimateaction#sign
https://www.miclimateaction.org/r?u=FJB2qVRZOGPnaJEs2Hrd0erVd1y3mUprjEPMYg1OcnDYvx9sIfvqmpia_pZP2sXG48wG9dSxkotRQxT1AfeXE7kxE17pw8S6HSPUF1R26dc-oX4p1vfTYB6iUTNlStalf5dJVJ95h-70U5_5hl3oKsElVuuB5LIPW8-kQhmkS6_6G0-YfRLJpvZqqxOMSXZy&e=c801faf8c232951dc9853c3dd736fae6&utm_source=miclimateaction&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tunnel_updates_and_recording&n=5
https://www.miclimateaction.org/r?u=FJB2qVRZOGPnaJEs2Hrd0erVd1y3mUprjEPMYg1OcnDYvx9sIfvqmpia_pZP2sXG48wG9dSxkotRQxT1AfeXE7kxE17pw8S6HSPUF1R26dc-oX4p1vfTYB6iUTNlStalf5dJVJ95h-70U5_5hl3oKsElVuuB5LIPW8-kQhmkS6_6G0-YfRLJpvZqqxOMSXZy&e=c801faf8c232951dc9853c3dd736fae6&utm_source=miclimateaction&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tunnel_updates_and_recording&n=5
mailto:office@lwvmi.org
http://lwvmi.org
http://lwvmi.org
https://www.facebook.com/lwvmichigan/
https://www.instagram.com/lwvmich/


Twitter: https://twitter.com/LWVMichigan
 

League of Women Voters of Michigan | 600 W. St. Joseph Street 3G | Lansing, MI 48933
US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://twitter.com/LWVMichigan
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

	Rise Up!

