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VOTER ELIGIBILITY AND REGISTRATION IN MICHIGAN

You can vote if:
• A United States Citizen
• A Michigan resident and a resident of your City or Township 

for at least 30 days
• At least 18 years of age
• Not currently serving a sentence in jail or prison
You can register to vote if:
You are at least 17 ½ years of age. In addition, you can
pre-register if you are 16 years of age.



Those who are between 16 and 17 ½ years old and 
meet the other requirements previously presented will 
be able to “pre-register” to vote. Those who pre-
register will automatically convert to active voter 
registrations when they reach the eligible registration 
age (17 ½). 

WHAT IS PRE-REGISTRATION?



•Online Voter Registration
•Go to Michigan.gov/Vote

•Automatic Voter Registration
•For those with MI Driver’s License/State ID

•Register by Paper Form
•Drop off paper application at Clerk’s Office

VOTER REGISTRATION OPTIONS



Check Voter Registration Status & Look Up Your Local Clerk 
Information at Michigan.gov/vote

VOTER REGISTRATION STATUS

COLLEGE STUDENTS

College students who are U.S. Citizens have 2 choices:
• Register to vote using their student address
• Register to vote using their permanent home address



Proof of Residency 
•Driver’s License, State ID or
•Utility bill, bank statement, paycheck stub, 

government check or other government document.*

*This must be current with your name and address on it

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS IF REGISTERING WITHIN 
2 WEEKS OF ELECTION



• EARLY VOTING
• ABSENTEE VOTING 
• VOTER IDENTIFICATION
• DROP BOXES
• FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO VOTE
• ELECTION INTEGRITY

VOTING RIGHTS YOU NEED TO KNOW



EARLY VOTING

• What is Early Voting?
You can cast a ballot in person before Election Day. Similar to 
voting at a polling place on Election Day, it includes feeding your 
ballot into a tabulator.

• When Is Early Voting?
Early Voting starts on the 2nd Saturday before Election Day and 
runs for at least nine days, ending on the Sunday before Election 
Day. It lasts at least 8 hours per day.

• How Do Communities Offer Early Voting?
The locations, days and hours of early voting will be different in 
each community. Communities can work together to offer early 
voting.



ABSENTEE VOTING

Absentee Voting is
More Accessible for All Voters

• Provides funding for prepaid postage on return envelopes for Absentee 
Ballot Applications and ballots.

• Provides an enhanced system for Absentee Applications and Ballots so 
voters can track them, and receive texts or emails about their status. 

• Provides funding for at least one secure ballot drop box for every 
community and for every 15,000 registered voters in larger 
communities.  

The State:



ABSENTEE VOTING

The Clerk:

Provides voters with notice if their absentee 
ballot or application has certain correctable 
issues, such as a missing or mismatched 
signature, and gives them an opportunity—
within established deadlines—to verify their 
identity and resolve the problem so their 
ballot can be counted.



EARLY VOTING  VS. ABSENTEE VOTING

EARLY VOTING
Early voting is the 
opportunity to vote in 
person before Election Day. 
The early voting experience 
is similar to voting on 
Election Day and includes 
feeding your ballot into a 
tabulator.

ABSENTEE VOTING
Voting Absentee is when 
you request a ballot from 
your clerk or online, receive 
and fill out the ballot and 
then, return the ballot to 
your clerk either in person, 
in a secure ballot drop box, 
by mailing it or casting it at 
an early voting site.



VOTER IDENTIFICATION

Acceptable Forms of Voter ID
• MI Driver’s License or State ID

• Driver’s License from any other State

• US Passport or Federal Government ID

• Local Government ID – City/Township

• Military or Tribal Photo ID

• Student Photo ID – School/University 

Can be Current or Expired



VOTER IDENTIFICATION

• Every voter appearing in person to cast a 
ballot is asked to present an approved photo 
ID.

• Registered voters who do not have a photo 
ID, or do not have a photo ID with them, can 
sign an Affidavit of Voter Not in Possession of 
Picture Identification and vote using a 
regular ballot.



TYPES OF ELECTIONS
Primary Election

In August of every even 
year, a statewide 
Primary Election is 
conducted to nominate 
federal, state, county 
and local candidates for 
the General Election 
Ballot.

General Election

In November of every 
even year, a statewide 
General Election is 
conducted to elect 
candidates for federal, 
state, county, and local 
offices.



SAMPLE 
PRIMARY
ELECTION 
BALLOT



SAMPLE 
GENERAL 
ELECTION 
BALLOT



DROP BOXES

• Secured, locked and bolted down structures that voters may use for 
the return of completed Absentee Ballot Applications and Voted 
Absentee Ballots. 

• Designed to prevent tampering.

• Distributed equitably throughout the city or township. Voters may 
only use the drop boxes in the community where they vote.

• Find your drop box at Michigan.gov/vote

• Drop boxes must be accessible 24/7 during the 40 days prior to the 
election and up to 8 p.m. on Election Day.

• Municipalities must use video monitoring of all drop boxes during 
the 75 days before each election.



FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO VOTE

EECTION INTEGRITY

No person or legal entity can act 
to interfere with or unreasonably 
burden the fundamental right to 
vote, either by act of law or by 
harassment or intimidation. Any 
Michigan citizen can bring a law 
suit to enforce this right.



ELECTION INTEGRITY

• Election Audits must be securely conducted under the 
Secretary of State’s supervision by individuals not 
affiliated with a political party. Audits must be 
conducted publicly and funding must be disclosed.
• The results of an election shall be determined solely by 

the ballots cast and certified by the Board of 
Canvassers. Neither the Board of Canvassers nor the 
Legislature can override the will of the voters. 



For more 
information go to

 Michigan.gov/vote 
or

MichiganVoting.org

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MICHIGAN



The League of Women Voters Provides All 
of the Voter Information You Need

at VOTE411.org
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