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	1-State Ballot Proposals and Election Information: What You Need to Know.
	Welcome everyone! 
Thank you for coming to the League of Women Voters of Michigan educational presentation about the November 3, 2026 General Election.

I’m ____________________ representing the LWVMI Education Fund.

The LWVMI Education Fund works to register voters and provide them with election information through:
· Our election resource VOTE411.org, 
· Printed voter guides, 
· Candidate forums and debates,
· And educational presentations like this one.

In this educational presentation we will present both sides of the issues related to the 2 Statewide Ballot Proposals.

We will also provide information and resources on 
· Registering to vote
· Voting by mail
· Early Voting 
· Voting on Election Day
· Monitoring the voting process
· Certifying election results
· VOTE411 and other resources

	 2-What is the League of Women Voters?
	The League of Women Voters Education Fund works to:
· Empower Voters and Defend Democracy 
· Encourage active participation in our government
· We are a 3-tiered organization:
· Our National League is the League of Women Voters of the United States. 
· Each State has its own State League, 
· And each State has many local Leagues
· The National League was formed 107 years ago.
· The League of Women Voters of Michigan has approximately 3,000 members

	3-What is on the statewide ballot?



	Statewide, each ballot will include candidates and proposals for:
- U.S. House of Representatives
- U.S. Senate   
- Governor and Lt Governor	
- Michigan Secretary of State
- Michigan Attorney General
- Michigan Supreme Court
- University Boards (Michigan State, University of Michigan and Wayne State)
- State Senator
- State Representative
- 2 Statewide Ballot Proposals

All Michigan voters will be voting on these statewide candidates and proposals

	4-What Else May Be on the Ballot?

	In addition, your ballot may include candidates from your local jurisdiction such as: 
· Local city council
· Local school boards
· Library boards
· and others
Some Local jurisdictions may also have local ballot proposals, such as a local millage.

	5-Statewide Petition Status
	There will be 2 Statewide Ballot Proposals for the November election.
How did we get here? The process started over a year ago with 8 Statewide Petition Drives.
Of the 8, only one will be on the Statewide Ballot:
· Michiganders for Money Out of Politics.
You can see from this chart what happened to the other 7 Petition Drives.
Only 2 of them submitted signatures to the Board of State Canvassers
· American’s For Citizen Voting ultimately did not have enough valid signatures to be certified for the ballot. The Bureau of Elections found that the American’s for Citizen Voting petition lacked a sufficient number of valid signatures. The BOSC deadlocked at 2-2 on that issue, so the petition failed and the BOSC did not recommend the proposal be on the ballot due to signature issues.  Americans for Citizen Voting appealed to the Michigan State Supreme Court, which did not rule against the BOSC, so the petition failed.
· Michiganders for Money Out of Politics did have enough signatures 
· The Michigan Supreme Court weighed in on both of these petition drives.
The Michigan Constitution requires that every 16 years the voters decide if Michigan will have a Constitutional Convention-no petition drive was required.

	6-Statewide Ballot Proposals
	Now let’s talk about the details of the Statewide Ballot Proposals 
· Proposal 2026-1: To convene a Constitutional Convention, as required by the constitution.
· Proposal 2026-2: A proposal to prohibit campaign contributions from certain regulated utilities and government contractors (a voter-initiated law)
This proposal is commonly referred to as the Michiganders for Money Out of Politics Ballot Proposal.

	7-Proposal 2026-1: Constitutional Convention
	Proposal 2026-1 reads:
Should Michigan Convene a Constitutional Convention?

A “Yes” vote supports holding a constitutional convention
A “No” vote opposes holding a constitutional convention

	8-Michigan Constitutional Convention Process
	According to our Michigan Constitution, a question about whether to hold a state constitutional convention automatically appears on the Michigan ballot every 16 years.

Michigan is one of 14 states that provides for an automatic constitutional convention question. 
· The last Constitutional convention was in 1963; previous conventions were held in 1835, 1850 and 1908.
· There is no fixed cost or set timeline for the convention.

	9- Michigan Constitutional Convention timeline
	Here are the relevant dates for holding a Constitutional Convention if Proposal 1 is approved by the voters:
· February 2027: Special primary for convention delegates
· May 2027: General election to select 148 delegates — one each from 110 House and 38 Senate districts
· October 5, 2027: Convention begins in Lansing
· Work period: No set time limit, but delegates are expected to work efficiently
· Voter approval: Proposed changes go to voters at least 90 days after the convention adjourns.

	10-Pros and Supporters
	Supporters include State Representative Matt Hall and State Senator Aric Nesbit. 

Supporters say Proposal 1 would:
· Allow broad reforms to government structure, taxes, and operations.
· Give citizens and delegates a way to address legislative gridlock.
· Require statewide voter approval of any changes.
· Create an opportunity to expand or limit rights, protections and reforms.

	11-Cons and Opponents
	Opponents include the Protect MI Constitution Coalition whose members include: 
· Michigan AFL-CIO
· Michigan Education Association
· Business Leaders for Michigan
· Michigan Chamber of Commerce
· Michigan League of Conservation Voters
· League of Women Voters of Michigan
Opponents say Proposal 1 could:
· Cost millions and create years of instability.
· Threaten our existing constitutional rights such as 
- reproductive freedoms and voting rights, 
- education funding, pensions and tax systems.
· Give wealthy or partisan groups the ability to influence delegates.
· Allow delegates to make broad, unexpected changes.

	12-Proposal 2026-2
	Now on to Proposal 2

Should political contributions from regulated utilities and large government contractors be banned?
  
A “Yes” vote means banning certain political contributions

A “No” vote means nothing changes

The 100-word summary for Proposal 2 is in the Handout, which you will make available to attendees.

	13-If it passes it would:
	If Proposal 2 passes it would 
· Ban campaign spending by state-regulated energy utility companies like DTE and Consumers Energy, and certain affiliates.
· Ban campaign spending by other companies with government contracts worth more than $250,000 a year.
· Expand transparency around election contributions from “dark money” groups.
· Close loopholes that allow groups to run political ads without revealing their donors.

	14-Pros and Supporters
	Supporters of Proposal 2 Include:
· Michiganders for Money Out of Politics
· Clean Water Action 
· Climate Cabinet  
· Detroit Action
· Hip Hop Caucus Action Fund
· League of Women Voters of Michigan
· MOSES Action 
· Michigan League of Conservation Voters 
· Michigan United Action 
· Tides Foundation 
· Voters Not Politicians
Supporters say Proposal 2 would: 
· Limit the influence of “pay to play”–where deep-pocketed corporations buy influence with our elected officials that impacts the laws and regulations they pass.
· Makes ‘dark money’ easier to trace. Dark money is political spending by groups that do not disclose the sources of their funding, making it difficult to know who is behind the political message.
· Modernizes Michigan’s campaign finance disclosure requirements
· Closes loopholes that allow groups to run political ads without disclosing their donors
· Reduces conflicts of interest
15 states and the Securities and Exchange Commission have similar rules limiting political spending by corporations that have or seek state contracts.

	15-Cons and Opponents
	Opponents of Proposal 2 include:
· Blue Cross Blue Shield
	of Michigan PAC 
· Consumers Energy
· Michigan Chamber of Commerce
· Protect Michigan Free Speech
Opponents say Proposal 2 would:
· Violate free speech under the First Amendment
· Could face legal challenges
· Shift rather than eliminate big money in politics
· Create enforcement and compliance challenges

	16-Other Voting Information
	Now let’s talk about important voting information for the November Election
There is also information with links in the Handout. 
Especially helpful is the State of Michigan’s Voter Information Center: Michigan.gov/vote.

	17-Election Day
	Election Day is Tuesday, November 3, 2026. 
The polls will be open from 7 am to 8 pm. 
If a voter is in line at 8:00 pm, they can still vote.

	18-Voter Eligibility in Michigan
	You can vote if you are:
· A United States Citizen
· A Michigan resident and a resident of your City or Township for at least 30 days
· At least 18 years of age
· Not currently serving a sentence in jail or prison
Note: If someone is in jail awaiting sentencing, they can still vote.

	19-Voter Registration Options
	Voter Registration Options are:

Online Voter Registration 
Go to Michigan.gov/Vote 
Many Voters have been Automatically Registered if they have a
Michigan Driver’s License or Michigan State ID and haven’t opted out
· Or you can register using the Paper Form
and drop it off at the Clerk’s Office

However, from the 14TH day before the election (October 20, 2026) and through Election Day at 8 p.m.
· The only option to register to vote is in person at your local Clerk’s Office. 
· You will need to bring the required documentation that we’ll talk about in the next slide.

	20-Required Document if registering within 2 weeks of election
	If you are registering within 14 days before the election you must bring to your clerk’s office 
Proof of Residency. 
Acceptable documents include your
· Michigan driver’s license or state ID
· Current utility bill, Bank statement, Paycheck or government check or other government document*
*Must be current with your name and address on it.

	21-Voting Absentee
	All registered voters in Michigan have the right to vote by mail using an absentee ballot delivered to their home.
You may have heard reports of ongoing legal challenges to new federal requirements for absentee/mail-in voting. On September 14th, the U. S. Supreme Court rejected the Administration’s attempt to reinstate the USPS restrictions. The good news is that nothing has changed for Michigan voters. Michigan’s mail-in voting procedures remain the same for the November 3 election.

Voters can also request an absentee ballot directly from their local clerk’s office.
Voters can also join the Permanent Mail Ballot List to automatically receive an absentee ballot before each election. Absentee ballots will be available beginning 40 days prior to every election-- September 24, 2026 for the November election.
Once you receive and complete your ballot, these are the ways you can return it:
· In person to your clerk
· Drop in a secure ballot drop box where you vote. 
NOTE: It’s very important to use a ballot drop in the city or township where you vote.
· You can return your ballot by mail, but we recommend you don’t mail your ballot later than 2 weeks before Election Day. (continued on next page)
· You can bring your ballot to an Early Voting site or your polling place on election day where you can insert the ballot into a tabulator. Exception: Detroit voters cannot take their absentee ballot to a polling place on Election Day and insert into the tabulator.
Advantages of absentee voting:
· No lines
· Busy people can vote when it’s convenient
· Gives voter a chance to study/research choices on the ballot

	22-Absentee Voting
	The State of Michigan:
· Provides funding for prepaid postage on return envelopes for Absentee Ballots.
· Provides an enhanced system for Absentee Ballots so voters can track them and receive texts or emails about their status. 

	23-Early Voting:
October 24-November 1
	What is Early Voting? (October 24-November 1 for November election)
Early Voting is casting your ballot in person before Election Day. 
Early Voting is similar to voting at a polling place on Election Day and includes feeding your ballot into a tabulator.
When Is Early Voting?
Early Voting starts on the 2nd Saturday before Election Day and ends on the Sunday before Election Day. It lasts at least 8 hours per day.
How Does Your Jurisdiction Offer Early Voting?
The locations, days and hours of early voting will be different in each jurisdiction.
Jurisdictions can work together to offer early voting.

	24-Monitoring the Voting Process
	· Poll Observers or Watchers can observe the voting process, and report concerns; they do not interact with voters or interfere with election workers. They must stay in the public observer area. 
· Poll Challengers: Must be certified and approved by the clerk. They may question a voter’s eligibility only according to Michigan law and established procedures.
· Report Election Problems: Call the Election Protection Hotline1-866-OUR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683) for assistance or to report problems.
The Department of Justice may send observers to polling places. This is normal.
Clerks are equipped to handle any issues that may arise.
However, if you observe anything out of the ordinary or that seems suspicious, call the Election Protection Hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683)

	25-Board of Canvassers Election Certification 
	Election results after the polls close are unofficial.

The Board of Canvassers at both the County and State Levels must certify the results for the results to be official. The Board has 4 members: 2 Democrats and 2 Republicans, with staggered 4-year terms. They are appointed by county commissioners from names supplied by both parties. County boards have 14 days to certify by majority vote. These results are sent to the Board of State Canvassers, who must also certify by majority vote. Meetings are open to the public to observe.

	26- Voter Information Center/More Information
	Your handout has the links to where to get more information about voting:
· Your polling place, 
· registering to vote, 
· absentee ballots, 
· early voting and 
· and more 
Go to the Michigan Voting Information Center at Michigan.gov/vote

	27-LWV provides all the information you need on VOTE411
	The League of Women Voters Provides All Voter Information You Need at VOTE411.org

· Non-Partisan Information about elections and candidates
· Find your polling place
· Find out what will be on your ballot
· Learn about voting rights in Michigan
· VOTE411 contains unedited candidate responses to questions posed by LWVMI

	28- Questions?
	I’m happy to take questions at this time, or to go back over any sections that were covered.

[TAKE QUESTIONS]

Thanks for joining us today! We hope this information has been helpful to you. We encourage you to ‘spread the word’ about these ballot proposals and to share this important election information.
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